
Join Brian Sams  
& Wattletree Garden Tours  

(07) 46 968033  
Email: briansams@live.com.au 

www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au 

Wattletree Garden Tours 

Zagreb to Venice   
May 2023  

A grand tour to some of  the finest places in Europe!  

Zagreb, Budapest, Vienna, Prague, Nuremberg, Lake Konstanz, 
Innsbruck, Lichtenstein, Verona and Venice in Spring. 



Tour highlights 

Brian Sams is a Toowoomba based horticulturist involved in running gardening workshops, consultation, lead-
ing garden based tours and presenting weekly gardening news for WIN TV.  Brian has been leading garden 
tours overseas and within Australia since 2006.  Why? He loves it! 

Thursday 18 May Australia to Dubai (optional stopover) 
Depart Australia for Dubai with flights to be advised.  
Friday 19 May Dubai stopover  
Arrive in Dubai and we will have a private transfer to our well located hotel right in the middle of the old quarter. 
There are plenty of good options in the hotel for dinner tonight (own expense).   
Arabian Courtyard or similar for 2 nights 
Saturday 20th May Dubai B, L 
Sightseeing tour of Dubai to include all the main highlights such as the new Dubai Frame which promises amaz-
ing views of both new and old Dubai, the Dubai Fountain for the 1.30pm show, view the Burj Khalifa, Dubai 
Mall, stop at the Dubai Garden Centre, photo stops at the Burj al Arab, Jumeirah Mosque and drive past the 
Royal Palace.  We will have lunch in a local restaurant. A local English-speaking guide will provide commen-
tary on the day. 
 
DAY 1 – Sunday  21 MAY  - ARRIVE ZAGREB, CROATIA  
On arrival we will meet our Tour Director and transfer to our hotel for check-in. Tonight we will have a welcome 
dinner at a local restaurant. (D)  
Hotel – Westin or similar 
DAY 2 – Monday 22 MAY  - ZAGREB  
Today we will visit the lovely Zagreb Botanical Gardens with time to explore. This afternoon we will have an orien-
tation tour of the city and time at leisure to explore the old city. (B)  
Day 3 - Tuesday 23 May  – ZAGREB – LAKE BALATON - BUDAPEST  
Our journey today will travel via Lake Balaton for some time to wander and have lunch before continuing to the 
historic and beautiful city of Budapest. On arrival in Budapest we will have dinner in the hotel. (B,D)  
Hotel – Courtyard Budapest or similar  
DAY 4 – Wednesday 24 MAY – BUDAPEST  
Eastern Europe's most cosmopolitan city comes to life during our guided sightseeing. See elegant Andrassy Ave-
nue, the Thermal Baths, and the world's second-largest Jewish synagogue. From the lookout towers of Fisher-
men's Bastion, enjoy a panoramic view of the sprawling city. Then, visit the 13th-century Matthias Coronation 
Church, New Parliament and impressive Heroes' Square. In the afternoon, visit the Garden of Philosophy. (B)  
DAY 5 – Thursday 25 MAY – BUDAPEST – BRATISLAVA - VIENNA  
Drive through the Hungarian plains to Vienna, once the centre of the mighty Habsburg Empire. Stop in Bratislava 
for a guided walking tour and lunch at own expense. Continue to Vienna and enjoy dinner at the hotel. (B,D)  
Hotel – Zeitgeist Hauptbahnhof or similar 
DAY 6 – Friday 26 MAY – VIENNA  
Guided sightseeing features a visit to Pestsaule and Holocaust memorial, the baroque Belvedere Palace with its 
famous Klimt collection, a drive along the Ringstrasse with its magnificent buildings like the Vienna State Opera,  
stop at the Hofburg Palace, winter residence of the Austrian Imperial family. Visit the impressive courtyards, fa-
mous Heldenplatz, Schonbrunn Palace and St. Stephen's Cathedral. We will have time to taste Sachertorte!(B)  
DAY 7 – Saturday 27 May – VIENNA  
Enjoy a cruise on the River Danube and admire the scenic beauty of the Wachau and Danube Valley. In the after-
noon, visit the enchanting Abbey of Melk.  Later, visit a winery for tasting and lunch. (B,L)  
DAY 8 – Sunday 28 MAY – VIENNA – BRNO - PRAGUE  
Depart Vienna and drive to Prague. En-route stop in Brno for lunch. Dinner will be at the hotel tonight. (B,D) 

• Famous European 
cities 

• Good well located 
hotels 

• Secret Gardens of Venice 
tour 

• Local guide all the 
way 

• Beautiful gardens • Many meals • Local culture • Organised! 

• Danube River Cruise  • Mainua Island • All 2 and 3 night stays • Private group tour 



DAY 9 – Monday 29 MAY – PRAGUE  
Morning sightseeing with a Local Guide features a visit to the 1,000-year-old Hradeany Castle grounds, which 
has lovely views of St. Vitus Cathedral, and the castle's walls and bastions. Originally laid out in the 16th-
century, the grounds reached the present park-like form in the early 20th-century. Also see the Old Town and 
stop for lunch, the Jewish ghetto and to see the famous Astronomical Clock. (B,L)  
DAY 10 – Tuesday 30 MAY – PRAGUE  
Today is a proper garden day with visits to the Prague Palace gardens and the Prague Castle gardens. Later in 
the afternoon we will visit the Valdstein gardens. All the gardens we visit should be in full spring colour! (B)  
DAY 11 – Wednesday 31 MAY – PRAGUE - KARLOVY VARY - NUREMBERG  
Today we leave Prague and drive to Nuremburg via the picturesque Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad). This spa town is 
in the west Bohemia region of the Czech Republic and houses numerous thermal springs which have made it a 
popular resort since the 19th century. Place looks stunning. Dinner will be at a local restaurant tonight. (B,D)  
Hotel - Parkhotel Ramada or similar 
DAY 12 – Thursday 1 June – NUREMBERG  
A great day is planned visiting this most beautiful of German cities - we will see the Memorium Nuremberg Tri-
al house and Courtroom 600 (if available), Document Centre, the beautifully restored Frauenkirche and the 
Zeppelin field. We will also have time to  walk through the pedestrian area of the Old Town, known for chil-
dren's toys and gingerbread to visit the Toy Museum. Also visit the Hesperiden gardens. (B)  
DAY 13 – Friday 2 June  – NUREMBERG – AUGSBURG - FREIDRICHSHAFEN 
Today we leave early and travel south with a stop in Augsburg to visit their beautiful botanical garden. This gar-
den is small but beautiful with a lovely Japanese garden section. Later continue to Freidrichshafen. (B,D)  
Hotel – Comfort Hotel Freidrichshafen or similar 
DAY 14 – Saturday 3 June – EXCURSION TO MAINUA  
This morning we will travel to MAINUA ISLAND and explore the gardens. These large gardens are amongst 
some of the best floral gardens that we have seen and are a real treasure.  (B)  
DAY 15 – Sunday 4 June – FREIDRICHSHAFEN – LIECHTENSTEIN - INNSBRUCK  
Travel to Innsbruck via Liechtenstein. Along the way we will visit St. Gallen, a Swiss city just south of Lake 
Constance. It is home to the famous Abbey of St. Gall  and a Textile Museum—both are said to be very interest-
ing. Next stop in Vaduz, the capital of Liechtenstein, for an orientation tour. Continue onto Innsbruck with din-
ner in a local restaurant.  (B,D) 
Hotel - AC By Marriott or similar 
DAY 16 – Monday 5 June – INNSBRUCK  
Morning guided walking tour of Innsbruck including the Old Town, Golden Roof and Hofkirche. Take the cable 
car to Hafelekar Peak for fabulous views. Later visit Vivien’s  Swarovski Crystal World. (B,D)  
DAY 17 – Tuesday 6 June – INNSBRUCK – TRENTO – VERONA  
Leave Innsbruck and travel through the Dolomites mountain range to Trento. Stop in Bolzano for a short orien-
tation tour. Tonight, enjoy dinner at the hotel. (B,D)  
Hotel – Villa Malaspina or similar 
DAY 18 – Wednesday 7 June – VERONA  
Today we tour Verona where we will stop to see Juliet's balcony and rub the shining breast on her statue for 
good luck. Continue to the Arena, an incredibly well-preserved pink marble Roman Amphitheatre, where gladi-
ators used to fight. Built in the 1st century AD, it is now the magical venue for world-famous opera performanc-
es. Later we will visit the formal Giardino Giusti garden and the large floral park - Parco Sigurta. (B)  
DAY 19 – Thursday 8 JUNE – VERONA – VENICE ISLAND  
Venice is more like a romantic film set than a real-life city, with its crisscrossing canals, gondolas and water 
buses, arched bridges, palaces, and piazzas. The included orientation starts with a Boat ride to St. Mark's 
Square and is followed by time at leisure. Dinner will be in a local restaurant. (B,D)  
Hotel – Carlton Grand Canal or similar 
DAY 20 – Friday 9 JUNE – VENICE ISLAND - MURANO AND BURANO   
Join an unforgettable Venetian Lagoon cruise to the picturesque fishing village of Burano, renowned for its 
bright pastel coloured houses and for its lace-making. Take pictures of traditional fishing boats, still used by the 
island's inhabitants. Next visit the island of Murano and see a Glassblowing workshop and to have lunch. There 
are a few hidden gardens in Venice that we will explore with “Secret Gardens of Venice walking tour”. Tonight 
we will have a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. (B,L,D)   
DAY 21 – Saturday 10 JUNE – VENICE ISLAND  
Our holiday ends with breakfast this morning and a group transfer to the airport. (B) 



Wattletree Garden Tours 
Brian Sams 
Phone: (07) 46 968033 
Mobile: 0415 707 312 
briansams@live.com.au 
 

Pricing Details 

 
 
Important dates 
1. Deposit – Payable asap to secure a place as seats are limited, please complete booking form.     
2. Final payment 60 days before departure  
The tour prices includes:  

• Good hotel accommodation   
• Exclusive coach travel   
• Tipping for Coach driver and Tour Director 
• Local tour director with us all the way 
• Entry to all sightseeing and gardens as detailed in itinerary 
• Quality meals listed in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) - 34 in total 
• Accompanied all the way with garden guide – Brian Sams 
• Taxes where appropriate (but subject to change based on prevailing rates) 
• Airport transfers (for whole group only—other arrangements to be made as required) 

The tour price excludes:  
• Air fares 
• All items not stated as included  
• Any visa or other entry requirements 
• Travel insurance—recommended for all travelers. Please discuss if you need help to organize.  

Full terms and conditions are on the booking form.  

Full tour price including all land $8995.00 

Tour deposit—deductible from final tour price $ 500.00 

Single supplement  
- if you wish to twin share please let us know and we will put 
you in contact with others who are keen to share. 

$1492.00 

www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au 

Quality matters! 
 Good well located hotels with mostly 2 or 3 night stops 
 Experienced tour guide and specialist tour company 
 The food will showcase some of the local culture and cuisine.  
 We always seem to have a wonderful, friendly & fun group to travel with! 

Airfares and Dubai Optional Stopover 
We prefer to travel to Europe with a stopover where possible. For our 
European tour we plan to fly Emirates airlines with an optional stopover 
for 2 nights in Dubai on the way to Zagreb. As air travel returns to nor-
mal levels we will offer a package of airfares and a stopover including 
some local sightseeing. Dubai is an interesting place to visit and break-
ing the journey ensures that we start fresh on our tour in Europe. We 
have stayed in the same beautiful hotel every time we have been in Du-
bai, The Arabian Courtyard, it is full of character located in the heart of 
old Dubai.  
 
If you would prefer to fly with a different Airline, fly direct or extend 
your stay that can be arranged as we get closer to booking air.   


