
Sunshine Coast Tour 
Autumn 2022 

Tour Highlights 

• Spirit House lunch banquet in Yandina 

• Maleny gardens and Bird Park 

• Sunset cruise at Noosa 

• Yandina Ginger factory 

• Nursery visits 

• Catalina resort accommodation on the beach 

which is fully self contained with 2 bedrooms 

• Private gardens not usually open to the public  

• Small tour—maximum 15 travelers 

• With Brian Sams as both guide and driver! 

• Everything organised! 



Day 1  Monday 16/5 
Tour begins in Toowoomba then drive to the Sunshine 
Coast via Brisbane L, AT 
We will meet at the Toowoomba Visitors information centre at 
8.15am or other points to be negotiated on the way. First stop 
will be Eden Gardens for morning tea and a look around this 
extensive garden centre. We will then drive to Buderim to visit 
a lovely small garden with great views to the coast before 
heading to a private café in a garden for a welcome lunch. We 
will then call into the Pioneer Cottage, one of the original 
homes on the mountain which has now been converted into a 
museum. Next stop is a superb large garden, Sheargold Gar-
den, with many interesting garden rooms and great views over 
the coast. We will have a home made afternoon tea in this gar-
den before we check in to our resort accommodation. Those 
keen will meet at the local Surf club for dinner (own expense).  
Catalina Resort Maroochydore for 4 nights 
Day 2 Tuesday 17/5 Maroochy and Maleny B L 
This morning we have an organised private tour of the lovely 
Maroochy Botanical Gardens. The sculpture garden set among 
the majestic gums has a great atmosphere. We will have time 
for morning tea (own expense)  before we drive to Maleny to 
see the Maleny Botanical garden and Bird world. Explore the 
large and interesting garden and series of Aviaries before an 
included lunch on the property. Later we will make a stop in 
Montville for some free time before returning to the coast via 
Nambour.  
Day 3 Wednesday 18/5 Yandina B L 
Today we start with a visit to the garden of John and Kathy 
Lyon. They have an interesting subtropical garden on a large 
suburban block. John is president of the Buderim garden club 
and keen gardener! Next we will head to the interesting Ginger 
Factory in Yandina with a tour and tasting in the factory and a 
scenic ride around the property. Lunch today will be in one of 
Australia's finest restaurants—the Spirit House. This restaurant 
has won numerous awards and is set in beautiful tropical gar-
dens. We will have a banquet Thai lunch before we head back 
to the resort for some fee time to relax.  
Day 4 Thursday 19/5  Noosa area   D 
This morning is free to enjoy the beach or some shopping in 
the local area. At 1pm meet later to drive to Eumundi to see a 
wonderful small private garden, Stingybark set with lovely 
views of the local area. Cheryl will also have plants for sale. 
We will then drive to the Noosa Botanical garden where we will 
have a private guided walk. If time permits we will stop at the 
Tinbeerbum Lookout to see great views of the coast before ar-
riving at the Noosa ferry pier at Tewantin. We will board the 
Noosa Queen for a sunset cruise on Lake Cooroiba. When we 
arrive back to the pier we will have dinner at the Harbour Wine 
bar (this restaurant/bar over looks the water and is owned by 
friends!) After dinner drive back to the resort.   
Day 5  Friday 20/5  Nambour then home   
Check out this morning to depart at 10am. First stop is one of 
my favourite nurseries - Rosemount. It is a real plant nursery 
that I do not seem to be able to resist. We will then visit a pri-
vate plant collectors garden in Woombye. Noela and Harry 
have been collecting plants for many years and are very knowl-
edgeable about subtropical plants. Next stop will for lunch at 
Ricks Garage in Palmwoods (own expense). This is a rather 
quirky café and bar in the heart of Palmwoods. After lunch we 
will begin our journey home with drop off points as required.   

Our accommodation…. 
Catalina Resort in Maroochydore 
Our resort accommodation is located across 
the road from the main beach and within 
easy reach of shops and eateries. Each 
apartment has 2 bedrooms and is fully self 
contained with a balcony overlooking the 
beach. Breakfast is included on 2 mornings 
in a local café. There is a swimming pool & 
other spa facilities available.  

Tour price  $1395 per person twin share. 
Please complete a booking form and pay deposit of $500 pp to secure place. 
Sole use $480 extra -  single use 
 


