Wattletree Garden Tours

Zagreb to Venice
2020

Gardens, Culture, History.
Zagreb, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Nuremberg, Lake Konstanz, Innsbruck,
Verona and Venice.
Join Brian Sams
Wattletree Garden Tours
(07) 46 968033
Email: briansams@live.com.au
www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au

Tour highlights include….
•

European gardens in
spring

•

Danube River cruise

•

Venice secret gardens

•

Many included meals

•

Mainua Island

•

Visit Liechtenstein

•

Winery in the Danube

•

All visits included

•

Dolomites drive

•

Nuremberg history

•

Shakespeare’s Verona

•

2 & 3 night stops

Brian Sams is a Toowoomba based horticulturist involved in running gardening workshops, consultation, leading garden based tours and presenting weekly gardening news for WIN TV and gardening talkback on Radio
MMM. Brian has been leading garden tours overseas and within Australia since 2006. Why? He loves it!
DAY 1 – THURSDAY 14 MAY - ARRIVE ZAGREB, CROATIA
Departure date and stopover options will be available. Airline will most likely be Emirates. On arrival we will meet
our Tour Director and transfer to our hotel. Tonight we will have a welcome dinner at a local restaurant. (D)
Hotel – Westin or similar
DAY 2 – FRIDAY 15 MAY - ZAGREB
Today we will visit the lovely ZAGREB BOTANICAL GARDENS with time to explore. This afternoon we will have
an orientation tour and time at leisure to explore the old city. (B)
DAY 3 – SATURDAY 16 MAY – ZAGREB – LAKE BALATON - BUDAPEST
Our journey today will travel via Lake Balaton for some time to wander and have lunch before continuing to the
historic and beautiful city of Budapest. On arrival in Budapest we will check in and have dinner in the hotel. (B,D)
Hotel – Radisson Blu Beke or similar
DAY 4 – SUNDAY 17 MAY – BUDAPEST
Eastern Europe's most cosmopolitan city comes to life during our guided sightseeing. See elegant Andrassy Avenue, the Thermal Baths, and the world's second-largest Jewish synagogue. From the lacy lookout towers of Fishermen's Bastion, enjoy a panoramic view of the sprawling city. Visit the 13th-century MATTHIAS CORONATION
CHURCH, New Parliament & impressive Heroes' Square. In the afternoon, visit GARDEN OF PHILOSOPHY. (B)
DAY 5 – MONDAY 18 MAY – BUDAPEST – BRATISLAVA - VIENNA
Drive across the Hungarian plains to Vienna, once the centre of the mighty Habsburg Empire. Stop in Bratislava
for a guided walking tour & then lunch (own expense). Continue to Vienna with dinner tonight in the hotel. (B,D)
Hotel – Austria Trend Sayoyen or similar
DAY 6 – TUESDAY 19 MAY – VIENNA
Guided sightseeing features a visit to PESTSAULE AND HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL, the baroque BELVEDERE
PALACE with its famous Klimt collection, a drive along the Ringstrasse with its magnificent buildings like the VIENNA STATE OPERA and a stop at the Hofburg Palace, winter residence of the Austrian Imperial family. Marvel
at the impressive courtyards, famous HELDENPLATZ, and stunning St. Stephen's Cathedral. Time to savour Sachertorte and watch the lively crowd in one of famous coffee houses. Visit SCHÖNBRUNN PALACE. (B)
DAY 7 – WEDNESDAY 20 MAY – VIENNA
Enjoy a CRUISE on the Danube and admire the scenic beauty of the Wachau and Danube Valley. We will visit a
local winery for tasting and for lunch. In the afternoon, visit the enchanting ABBEY OF MELK. (B,L)
DAY 8 – THURSDAY 21 MAY – VIENNA – BRNO - PRAGUE
Travel the scenic drive to Prague with a lunch stop in the atmospheric town of Brno. Dinner will be at the hotel
tonight. Hotel – NH city or similar (B,D)
DAY 9 – FRIDAY 22 MAY – PRAGUE
Morning sightseeing with a Local Guide features a visit to the 1,000-year-old HRADÈANY CASTLE GROUNDS,
which afford lovely views of St. Vitus Cathedral, and the castle's walls and bastions. Originally laid out in the 16thcentury, the grounds reached the present park-like form in the early 20th-century. Also see the Old Town and stop
for lunch, the Jewish ghetto, and the ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK, once the envy of all Europe. (B,L)
DAY 10 – SATURDAY 23 MAY – PRAGUE
Today is a proper garden day with visits to the PRAGUE PALACE GARDENS, PRAGUE CASTLE GARDENS and
then later in the afternoon to the VALDSTEIN GARDENS. Spring garden floral displays should be in full swing in
each garden we visit. (B)

Join us on a 12 day Mediterranean cruise after the m

DAY 11 – SUNDAY 24 MAY – PRAGUE - KARLOVY VARY - NUREMBERG
Today we leave Prague and drive to Nuremburg visiting Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad) on the way. Its numerous
thermal springs have made it a popular resort since the 19th century. The riverside spa district is home to several colonnades with columned walkways. The modern Hot Spring Colonnade houses the Pramen Vřídlo geyser, which spouts up to 12 meters high. Dinner will be at a local restaurant tonight. (B,D)
Hotel - Parkhotel Ramada or similar
DAY 12 – MONDAY 25 MAY – NUREMBERG
Visit the MEMORIUM NUREMBERG TRIALS and COURTROOM 600 (if available), followed by visits to the
impressive DOCUMENTATION CENTRE and ZEPPELIN FIELD. In the afternoon, walk through the pedestrian area of the charming Old Town, known for children's toys and gingerbread. Visit the TOY MUSEUM, ALBRETCHT DURERS HOUSE and FRAUENKIRCHE. Admire the impressive medieval ramparts, St. Sebald
Church which has been painstakingly reconstructed as a monument to peace from the rubble of near-total wartime destruction; and the Schöner Brunnen, a 14th-century fountain dedicated to the Holy Roman Empire. It is
said that it brings good luck to spin the two brass rings. Later, visit the Hesperidengärten gardens. (B)
DAY 13 – TUESDAY 26 MAY – NUREMBERG – AUGSBURG - KONSTANZ
Today we leave early and travel to Konstanz. Stop in Augsburg and visit AUGSBURG BOTANICAL GARDENS.
This garden is small but beautiful with a lovely Japanese garden section. Later continue to Konstanz. (B,D)
Hotel – Best available tbc
DAY 14 – WEDNESDAY 27 MAY – KONSTANZ - EXCURSION TO MAINUA
This morning we will travel to MAINUA ISLAND and explore the gardens. These large gardens are amongst
some of the best floral gardens that we have seen and are a real treasure. (B)
DAY 15 – THURSDAY 28 MAY – KONSTANZ – ST. GALLEN - LIECHTENSTEIN - INNSBRUCK
Travel to Innsbruck via Liechtenstein. First stop in St. Gallen. St. Gallen is a city south of Lake Constance
(Bodensee), in north-eastern Switzerland. It’s home to the Abbey of St. Gall, a monastery of various architectural styles including baroque. The complex includes a LIBRARY with a rich collection of ancient books, and a
twin-towered cathedral. Nearby, the Textile Museum details this important local trade. Many buildings in the
old town have decorative bay windows. Stop in Vaduz for an orientation tour and then continue to Innsbruck.
Tonight, dinner will be at a local restaurant. (B,D)
Hotel - Grauer Baer or similar
DAY 16 – FRIDAY 29 MAY – INNSBRUCK
Morning guided walking tour of Innsbruck including the Old Town, Golden Roof and HOFKIRCHE. Take the
CABLE CAR to Hafelekar Peak. Later, visit SWAROVSKI CRYSTAL WORLD. (B,D)
DAY 17 – SATURDAY 30 MAY – INNSBRUCK – TRENTO – VERONA
Leave Innsbruck and travel through the Dolomites mountain range to Trento. Stop in Bolzano for a short orientation tour. Tonight, enjoy dinner at the hotel. (B,D)
Hotel – to be advised
DAY 18 – SUNDAY 31 MAY – VERONA
Today we tour Verona (which is the medieval setting of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet). Visit Juliet's balcony
and rub the shining breast on her statue for good luck. Continue to the Arena, an incredibly well-preserved
pink marble Roman Amphitheatre, where gladiators used to fight. Built in the 1st century AD, it is now the
magical venue for world-famous opera performances. Later we will visit the formal GIARDINO GIUSTI garden
and the large floral park - PARCO SIGURTA. (B)
DAY 19 – MONDAY 1 JUNE – VERONA – VENICE ISLAND
Venice is more like a romantic film set than a real-life city, with its crisscrossing canals, gondolas and water
buses, arched bridges, palaces, and piazzas. The included orientation starts with a BOAT RIDE to St. Mark's
Square and is followed by time at leisure. (B,D)
Hotel – Carlton Grand Canal or similar
DAY 20 – TUESDAY 2 JUNE – VENICE ISLAND - MURANO AND BURANO
Join an unforgettable Venetian LAGOON CRUISE to the picturesque fishing village of Burano, renowned for its
bright pastel coloured houses and for its lace-making. Next visit the island of Murano and see a GLASSBLOWING WORKSHOP and then lunch on the island. We will then return to Venice to undertake the SECRET GARDENS OF VENICE walking tour. Tonight we will have a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. (B,L,D)
DAY 21 – WEDNESDAY 3 JUNE MAY – VENICE ISLAND
Our holiday ends with breakfast this morning and a group transfer to the airport. You many also decide to join
us on a Mediterranean Empires cruise to some fantastic ports. See cruise brochure for details. (B)

main tour - Greece, Greek Islands, Turkey, Crete and Croatia…..

Pricing details
Main tour
Land tour price including all transport, meals as indicated,
accommodation and tour leader per person twin share
Tour deposit—deductible from final tour price
Air fare - best price at time of booking approx.
Full tour price (approx.)
Single supplement
12 Day Mediterranean Cruise
(twin share per person)
Veranda suite
Ocean view
Inside cabin
Single use - price on application

$7995
$500
$2000
$9995
$1058

$3999
$3199
$2999

Important dates
1. Deposit – Payable asap to secure a place as seats are limited, please complete a booking form and send
together with a copy of your passport.
2. Final payment 70 days before departure for land tour
3. Final payment for cruise is payable 100 days prior to sailing date
The tour prices includes:
• Beautiful hotel accommodation
• Exclusive coach travel and all airfares
• All tipping for national guides, drivers and porterage on main tour
• Entry to all sightseeing, national parks and gardens as detailed in itinerary
• Quality meals listed in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• English speaking guide and accompanied all the way with Australian garden guide – Brian Sams
• Taxes where appropriate (but subject to change based on prevailing rates)
• Airport transfers (for whole group only—other arrangements to be made as required)
The tour price excludes:
• All items not stated as included
• Travel insurance—recommended for all travelers. Please discuss if you need help to organize.
Full terms and conditions are on the booking form.

www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au

Wattletree Garden Tours
Brian Sams
Phone: (07) 46 968033
Mobile: 0415 707 312
briansams@live.com.au

