Wattletree Garden Tours

Turkey & Egypt
April 2021

This fully escorted Grand Spring Tour starts with the spectacular Istanbul
tulip festival before visiting Cappadocia, Ephesus, Troy, Anzac Cove, Cairo,
Luxor , Aswan and Alexandria after a 4 night 5 star Nile River Cruise.
Join Brian Sams
& Wattletree Garden Tours
(07) 46 968033
Email: briansams@live.com.au
www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au

Tour highlights
•

4 night Nile River
luxury cruise

•

Great Pyramids of
Giza

•

Gardens and Palace visit •
Montazah

•

Fully escorted

•

Istanbul in spring

•

Most meals

•

Cairo Museum

•

Anzac Cove in Gallipoli •

Beautiful hotels

•

Turkish cooking class

•

All 2, 3 and 4 nights stops

Optional balloon flight in
Cappadocia

Brian Sams is a Toowoomba based horticulturist involved in running gardening workshops, consultation, leading garden based tours and presenting weekly gardening news for WIN TV and gardening talkback on Radio
MMM. Brian has been leading garden tours overseas and within Australia since 2006. Why? He loves it!
Tuesday. April 6. Day 1. Arrival in Istanbul
Welcome to Turkey. After meeting our guide & checking in to our hotel we will have a welcome dinner in a local restaurant.
Arcadia Blue Hotel or similar (D)
Wednesday. April 7. Day 2. Istanbul
Spend the morning visiting the huge Nezahat Gokyigit Botanic Garden with many interesting collections of plants. We will
cross the Bosporus strait to the European side to have lunch and visit Emirgan Park which is home to the beautiful Tulip Festival each year. Tulips are native to Turkey with this festival looking to rival any in the world. Next visit the beautiful Sabanci
Museum which houses calligraphic art & paintings of the Ottoman and a lovely garden which overlooks the Bosporus. (B, D)
Thursday. April 8. Day 3. Istanbul – Fly to Cappadocia
Today we will visit the picturesque Blue Mosque whose interior walls are covered with twenty thousand blue Iznik tiles and
magnificent Topkapi Palace, once home to the great Sultans. Then transfer to the airport to fly to Cappadocia.
Best Western Premier Cave Hotel or similar. (B, D)
Friday. April 9. Day 4. Cappadocia
This morning we will have the option of a hot air balloon flight (weather conditions permitting—own expense). This is one
of the most famous places to go ballooning with little wind and sensational scenery. Cappadocia is also famous for carpet
making and this afternoon we will visit a local carpet cooperative. Later explore the fascinating UNESCO Site Goreme Open
Air Museum. The lunar like landscape of this region is said to be both eerie and beautiful and has been carved out over
thousands of years by the rain. Some of the grottos are decorated with colourful frescoes depicting biblical scenes. (B, D)
Saturday. April 10. Day 5. Cappadocia
Today we will have an entertaining lecture on ceramic art dating from 12th B.C. to 3rd B.C. periods in Avanos and then a
cooking class on Central Anatolia. Learn how to make some locally famous specialties, such as keşkek, manti and gozleme
with local ladies. Next stop is Kaymakli which is the famous underground city that started around the sixth century by the
Christian inhabitants of this region who tunnelled into the soft volcanic rock to produce this subterranean city. (B, L, D)
Sunday. April 11. Day 6. Cappadocia – Fly to Izmir – Urla - Kusadasi
Today we will fly to Izmir and drive to Urla where we will visit a truly beautiful and hidden plantation that has some of the
largest collections of plant species in Europe with over 58 varieties of palms, various types of conifers, cacti, aromatic
plants, broad leaved trees olive trees some of which dated back 1,000 years. (B, D)
Charisma Hotel Kusadasi or similar
Monday. April 12. Day 7. Kusadasi
Today’s excursion takes us to Ephesus (UNESCO World Heritage Site), the largest ancient city ever uncovered. Once populated with 300,000 people, it has an enormous amphitheatre, which can still hold 24,000 spectators. As you walk down the
marble covered streets, see gymnasiums, bathhouses, public latrines, the library of Celsus and the Temple of Artemis. Then
we will explore House of Virgin Mary, where she is believed to have spent her last few days. (B)
Tuesday. April 13. Day 8. Izmir – Pergamum – Troy – Canakkale
Today we visit 2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites— Asclepion at Pergamum, which was once ruled by Alexander the Great and
Troy, one of the oldest discovered sights in Asia Minor with its 9 different settlements and related 30 cities. (B, D)
Kolin Hotel Canakkale or similar

Wednesday. April 14. Day 9. Canakkale – Gallipoli – Canakkale
Today we drive along the Gallipoli peninsular to visit Anzac Cove, Lone Pine Australian Memorial, Johnston’s Jolly
(Turkish and Allied trenches and tunnels), The Nek and Chunk Bair New Zealand Memorial of Gallipoli. (B)
Thursday. April 15. Day 10. Canakkale – Yalova - Istanbul
Today we will drive east to visit Karaca arboretum, including rock gardens, botanical gardens, rosaries, iris gardens, miniature plants and indigenous bonsai plant collections and some interesting collections of cool climate trees. (B)
Arcadia Blue Hotel or similar
Friday. April 16. Day 11. Istanbul
Today we will tour some of Istanbul's most famous sites including the Hippodrome, Basilica of St. Sophia, the Grand Bazaar and the Dolmabahce Palace with its lovely terrace garden. (B)
Saturday. April 17. Day 12. Departure Istanbul – Fly to Cairo
This morning we transfer to the Istanbul Airport to fly to Egypt. Upon our arrival we are transferred to our hotel where
we enjoy a welcome dinner this evening. (B, D)
Le Meredien Pyramids or similar
Sunday. April 18. Day 13. Cairo
This morning we will be standing in front of the only remaining ancient wonder of the world, the Great Pyramids of Giza!
After we have explored the pyramids we visit the nearby Sphinx then visit Giza Zoo and garden, one of the few green
areas in the city, and includes Giza's largest park. The zoo covers about 80 acres (32 ha). (B)
Monday. April 19. Day 14. Cairo – Fly to Luxor – Nile Cruise
Today we leave the hustle and bustle of Cairo to fly to Luxor, on the banks of the Nile. We later explore the fascinating
Karnak and Luxor Temples , then In the afternoon we board our Nile cruise ship the Movenpick Royal Lily (or similar
standard) which we will call home for the next four nights . (B, L, D)
Tuesday. April 20. Day 15. Nile Cruise
An amazing day of exploration as we visit the world’s largest open-air museum, the Valley of the Kings. We also visit the
Temple of Queen Hatshepsut and the Colossi of Memnon. Our cruise ship heads for Esna, before continuing to Edfu.
Most of Egypt's produce is farmed within 10 kilometres of the Nile. (B, L, D)
Wednesday. April 21. Day 16. Nile Cruise
Today we visit the Temple of Horus in Edfu, the best-preserved of Egypt’s temples. We then sail on to the riverside temple of Kom Ombo before continuing to Aswan. (B, L, D)
Thursday. April 22. Day 17. Nile Cruise
Today we explore Aswan Highlights include the High Dam, an engineering masterpiece built in the 1960's; the picturesque Temple of Isis on Philae Island; and the Unfinished Obelisk. This afternoon take a ride on a traditional felucca sailing boat along the banks of Aswan & visit Aswan Botanical Garden. (B, L, D)
Friday. April 23. Day 18. Aswan – Fly to Cairo
This morning we fly to Cairo & transfer to our well located hotel in Cairo. Rest of the day at leisure. (B)
Cairo Marriott Hotel or similar
Saturday. April 24. Day 19. Cairo
Today visit the world-famous Egyptian Museum, home to Tutankhamun’s priceless treasures and many other historic
artifacts & khan El Khalili then visit Al Azahar Park. (B)
Sunday. April 25. Day 20. Cairo – Alexandria
Today we drive to Alexandria and on arrival will visit the Royal Jewellery Museum, the Montazah Gardens and the Citadel of Qaitbey. (B, L)
Hilton El Conich Hotel or similar
Monday. April 26. Day 21. Alexandria
Today we will visit Pompey’s Pillar, the Catacombs & the New Bibliotheca. Some free time in the afternoon. Our farewell
dinner will be in our hotel. (B, L, D)
Tuesday. April 27. Day 22. Alexandria – Cairo – Fly Home
Today we will drive from Alexandria to Cairo Airport to connect with our international flight. (B)

Quality matters!
 Comfortable modern hotels
 Experienced tour guides
 We always seem to have a wonderful, friendly & fun group to travel with!

Main tour price
Full tour including land and all internal airfares
per person twin share
Tour deposit—deductible from final tour price
Single supplement
Air fares
Internal airfares all included in main tour price
International airfares will be released closer to tour date by
the airlines and will be charged at cost. Flights are from
Australia - Istanbul, Istanbul - Cairo and Cairo - Australia

$9995*
$1000
$2550

To be
advised

* please note that tour price is based on current value of the US$ of $0.70 Australian Dollars. If there is a significant
change in the value of the Australian dollar Wattletree reserves the right to adjust the price with notification.

Important dates
1. Deposit – Payable asap to secure a place as seats are limited, please complete booking form.
2. Final payment 60 days before departure

The tour prices includes:
• Beautiful hotel accommodation
• Exclusive coach travel and all internal airfares in both Turkey and Egypt
• 5 star 4 night Nile River Cruise
• All tipping for national guides, drivers and porterage
• Entry to all sightseeing, national parks and gardens as detailed in itinerary
• Quality meals listed in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner)
• English speaking guides and accompanied all the way with Australian garden guide – Brian Sams
• Taxes where appropriate (but subject to change based on prevailing rates)
• Airport transfers (for whole group only—other arrangements to be made as required)
The tour price excludes:
• International airfares
• All items not stated as included
• Visas—we will help you apply on line for both countries before departure
• Travel insurance—recommended for all travelers. Please discuss if you need help to organize.
Full terms and conditions are on the booking form.

www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au

Wattletree Garden Tours
Brian Sams
Phone: (07) 46 968033
Mobile: 0415 707 312
briansams@live.com.au

