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Wattletree Garden Tours 

New Zealand  
Natural Beauty and Gardens  

October 2019  

The North Island in Style!  
Auckland, Bay of  Isles, Hamilton, Rotorua, Hobbiton, Napier, New 

Plymouth, Wellington and the world renowned  Taranaki Garden Festival.  



Tour highlights 

Brian Sams is a Toowoomba based horticulturist involved in running gardening workshops, consultation, lead-
ing garden based tours and  presenting weekly gardening news for WIN TV and gardening talkback on Radio 
MMM.  Brian has been leading garden tours overseas and within Australia since 2006.  Why? He loves it! 

Day 1, Friday 18th October (D) Brisbane to Auckland 
We depart Australia to venture to the Land of the Long White Cloud. Kia Ora. 
Welcome to New Zealand!  
We will meet our guide and coach before heading to our centrally located hotel 
where a welcome dinner awaits.  
Accommodation: Rydges Hotel, Auckland (2 Nights) 
Day 2, Saturday 19th October (B) Auckland 
Today we will visit some of Auckland’s finest gardens including the wonderful 12-
acre country garden Ayrlies, one of the most celebrated gardens in New Zealand. 
Expect to see a lovely maple woodland,  large ponds connected by a tumbling 
stream and edged in hostas, irises and other water loving plants, a great collection 
of  rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and masses of old roses. We then visit SAJJ 
Garden – the urban garden of Pas & Jim which showcases a sizeable assortment of 
bromeliads of all shapes, sizes and rarities tucked amongst a variety of mature palm 
trees and cycads. Our next visit is to Eden garden – formed within the former Eden Quarry. Our day of garden visits is completed with a 
visit to the stunning Totara Waters garden – a 2-acre subtropical garden set on the Waitemata Harbour.  
Day 3, Sunday 20th October (B, D) – Auckland to Bay of Islands 
Departing Auckland we travel north and make our first stop near Coatesville to visit the private garden - A' La Fois.   This garden looks 
stunning with colourful massed plantings and really good use of the existing landscape.  (Note – this property is currently for sale due to 
the owner’s ill health – if sold, the garden may not be available to visit.) We continue north stopping briefly to visit the Parry Kauri Park.  
Here we will view some fine examples of Giant Kauri Trees then visit the Matakohe Kauri Museum, at Otamatea. Here we gain an insight 
to the early New Zealand pioneer history. Continuing our journey we reach Paihia in the beautiful Bay of Islands.  This region is re-
nowned as the birthplace of the nation of New Zealand as well as for its beautiful beaches and wildlife.  Dinner tonight is in the hotel.  
Accommodation: Scenic Bay of Islands Hotel, Paihia (3 Nights) 
Day 4, Monday 21st October (B, L) Bay of Islands 
Today we have a full day tour by private coach to Cape Reinga, New Zealand’s northernmost point. See the grandeur of the mighty Kauri 
trees and the native bush in the Puketi Forest, watch the waves crash along the sandy expanse of Ninety Mile Beach and drive through the 
Te Paki quicksand stream beneath the gigantic sand dunes. At Cape Reinga see the famous lighthouse and enjoy the spectacular coastal 
views where the Tasman Sea and the Pacific Ocean meet.  Lunch is included today.  Dinner tonight is own arrangements.   
Day 5, Tuesday 22nd October (B, D) Bay of Islands 
This morning we board a luxury catamaran to cruise the Bay of Islands to Cape Brett before making a passage through the Hole in the 
Rock. We will return to the resort with some time at leisure. A few optionals should be available including deep-sea fishing, swimming 
with the dolphins or just take time out to relax within Paihia. We will meet mid-afternoon for a guided tour of the Waitangi Treaty 
House where New Zealand’s historic treaty was signed. This evening we join a cruise with Darryl’s Dinner Cruises - enjoy distinctive 
New Zealand flavours and stunning scenery on our calm water cruise to the famous Haruru Falls. Aboard the unique "Ratanui" you will 
receive an award-winning experience in true "Kiwiana" style. 
Day 6, Wednesday 23rd October (B, D) Bay of Islands to Hamilton to Rotorua 
Today we travel south via Auckland crossing the Bombay Hills into the dairy rich Waikato countryside where we arrive at Hamilton to 
visit the impressive Hamilton Gardens. The unique theme of Hamilton Gardens is 'the story of gardens' which is explored through a series 
of five garden collections, the Paradise Garden Collection, the Productive garden, the Fantasy garden, the Cultivar garden and the Land-
scape Collection garden. From Hamilton we continue to the thermal town of Rotorua, the “Sulphur City”. Rotorua has the most energetic 
thermal activity in the country with bubbling mud pools, gushing geysers, beautiful coloured hot springs and terrace formations created by 
mineral water. Rotorua also has a large Maori population whose cultural activities are interesting and accessible as will be witnessed to-
morrow night when we are treated to a Maori cultural experience. Dinner is at the hotel tonight. 

• Taranaki Garden   
Festival 

• Rotorua boiling 
mud pools 

• Napier Art Deco tour • Hobbiton—home of the 
Hobbits! 

• Bay of Islands  • Maori cultural 
experiences 

• Hawkes Bay wineries • Hamilton gardens 

• Stunning Auckland 
gardens 

• Catamaran 
Cruise  

• Wellington sightseeing and 
famous tram 

• Haruru Falls 



Day 7, Thursday 24th October (B, D) Rotorua and Hobbiton 
This morning we start our Rotorua tour with a relaxing guided walk through Rainbow Springs, a specialist garden featuring spring fed 
pools full of Rainbow & Brown Trout and New Zealand native flora and fauna including the iconic New Zealand Native Kiwi Bird.  
We then cross the Mamaku Ranges and travel to the rural area of Matamata. Here we join a guided walking and coach tour of the 
Hobbiton Movie Set. Your tour commences with a drive through the picturesque 1,250 acre sheep farm with spectacular views across 
to the Kaimai Ranges before a visit to the ten-acre site recounting fascinating details of how the Hobbiton set was created. The Hobbit 
holes, Green Dragon Inn, Mill and other structures created for The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit films can be viewed and during 
your walking tour you will see how this beautiful piece of Waikato farmland was transformed into The Shire from Middle-earth. Upon 
completion of our tour enjoy a complimentary beverage in the Green Dragon Inn. We will then head back to Rotorua.   
This evening we will be treated to a traditional Hangi (feast) and Maori Concert at the Tamaki Maori Village. Enter the pre-European 
Maori village, witness the earth being scraped carefully away from the hangi pit and enter their ancestral Meeting House to relax as 
their family entertain us with a powerful cultural performance before dining on the traditional hangi buffet dinner (Maori feast) 
cooked the traditional Maori way in an earth oven.  
Day 8, Friday 25th October (B, D) Rotorua – New Plymouth 
This morning we enjoy a cultural visit and a guided tour of Te Puia including a visit to the Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve to see 
the boiling mud pools, steaming silica terraces and the geyser activity and the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute where 
young Maori are learning traditional carving and weaving skills.  Later we depart Rotorua to New Plymouth via the west coast of the 
North Island. New Plymouth is dominated by the almost perfect volcanic cone of Mt Taranaki (pictured above). The mixture of moun-
tain and coastal scenery is lovely. Dinner in the hotel restaurant.  
Accommodation: Quality Hotel Plymouth International, New Plymouth (3 Nights)  
Day 9, Saturday 26th October 2019 (B) Taranaki Garden Spectacular 
Over the next two days we enjoy garden visits and sightseeing of New Plymouth and surrounding region including gardens featured in 
the ‘Powerco Taranaki Garden Spectacular’. We will include visits to the areas “landmark gardens” including Pukekura Park, the his-
torical Tupare Grounds and gardens and the world renown Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust where we enjoy the rhododendron and bush 
gardens, grass walks, mountain streams and glass houses.  Dinner is at leisure.  
Day 10, Sunday 27th October (B) Taranaki Garden Spectacular 
Taranaki Garden Spectacular and local area exploration day again today as we visit more of the region’s gardens and attractions. Din-
ner this evening is at leisure. 
Day 11, Monday 28th October (B, D) New Plymouth - Napier 
Today we head to Napier but enroute we make a stop to visit the outstanding Paloma Gardens at Whanganui, which has four distinct 
areas – the foliage zone, the cycad zone, succulent and cacti zone and the lovely arboretum. Paloma is classified as a garden of national 
significance. From Whanganui we cut across the central North Island to Napier where we will check into our hotel, a fresh, contempo-
rary style hotel with views over the ocean.  
Accommodation: Scenic Te Pania Napier (2 Nights)  
Day 12, Tuesday 29th October (B, L) Napier 
Today we take a specialised Art Deco walking of Napier. Napier has a famous Art Deco reputation largely as a result of the massive 
earthquake of February 1931 and the subsequent rebuilding of the city in the Art Deco style so popular in the 1930’s. This tour 
combines a gentle walk through Napier city centre with a guided coach tour of the wider Napier area. We will have a specialist Art 
Deco Trust guide to provide commentary on a tour including Ahuriri port and the 1930s residential suburb of Marewa. We will get off 
the coach at the Art Deco Centre in the middle of Napier and undertake the walking tour through the city centre. This will provide a 
fascinating insight into the 1931 earthquake and the city’s rebirth into a world renowned Art Deco destination. This afternoon enjoy 
some of what the Hawkes Bay is particularly renowned for – the wine!  Visit the Mission Estate Winery for a tour and wine tasting 
followed by lunch. Established in 1851, Mission Estate is New Zealand’s oldest wine-maker and is housed in an elegantly restored 
historic seminary building with sweeping views of Napier. Lunch will be served in the award-winning Mission Estate Restaurant.  
This afternoon visit Church Road Winery, home to New Zealand’s only winery museum and take a tour through the winery and also 
explore the old semi-underground fermentation tanks that are now a museum. Dinner tonight is own arrangements.   
Day 13, Wednesday 30th October (B) Napier - Wellington 
Today we have a very scenic journey south where we will take a few detours to include a visit to a few of the boutique wineries. Lunch 
at own expense today. This afternoon continue driving over the Rimutaka Hill into Wellington, New Zealand's capital city which 
clings to steep hillsides around a magnificent harbour at the southern tip of the North Island. Our central hotel is well located to ex-
plore the city and shopping areas. Dinner tonight is own arrangements.   
Accommodation: James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor (2 Nights) 
Day 14, Thursday 31st October (B, D) Wellington 
This morning we undertake an informative sightseeing tour of Wellington including Otari/Wilton’s Bush, New Zealand’s only native 
botanic garden, devoted solely to the cultivation and preservation of indigenous plants. We will also visit the Old St Paul’s Gothic Re-
vival styled church which was cleverly adapted to colonial conditions and materials. Constructed entirely from native timbers, the 
glowing interior is enhanced by stunning stained-glass windows. Next, we take a ride on the one-hundred-year-old cable car from the 
city centre up to the Botanic Gardens. The rest of the afternoon is free to explore New Zealand’s capital city. We highly recommend a 
visit to Te Papa, (Our Place) New Zealand’s national museum, which truly is not like any other national museum in the world. Fare-
well dinner tonight is at our hotel. 
Day 15, Friday 1st November (B and meals in flight) Wellington to Brisbane 
Today our journey draws to a close with a transfer to the Wellington Airport in time for our flight home (TBA).   



Wattletree Garden Tours 
Brian Sams 
Phone: (07) 46 968033 
Mobile: 0415 707 312 

Pricing Details - Tour Code Wat47 

 
 
Important dates 
1. Deposit – Payable asap to secure a place as seats are limited, please complete booking form.     
2. Final payment 60 days before departure  
The tour prices includes:  

• Beautiful hotel accommodation   
• Internal exclusive coach travel and airfares  
• All tipping for national guides, drivers and porterage 
• Entry to all sightseeing,  national parks and gardens as detailed in itinerary 
• Quality meals listed in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) - 24 in total 
• English speaking guides and accompanied all the way with Australian garden guide – Brian Sams 
• Taxes where appropriate (but subject to change based on prevailing rates) 
• Airport transfers (for whole group only—other arrangements to be made as required) 

The tour price excludes:  
• All items not stated as included  
• Travel insurance—recommended for all travelers. Please discuss if you need help to organize.  

Full terms and conditions are on the booking form.  

Full tour price including all land and air $6995.00 

Tour deposit—deductible from final tour price $500.00 

Single supplement  
- if you wish to twin share please let us know and we will put 
you in contact with others who are keen to share. 

$1745.00 

www.wattletreehorticulture.com.au 

Quality matters! 
 Good well located hotels 
 Experienced tour guide and specialist New Zealand tour operator 
 The food will showcase some of the country's culture and cuisine.  
 We will have enough time to experience each region 
 We always seem to have a wonderful, friendly & fun group to travel with! 


